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Baroness Patricia Scotland appointed as Chair of the National Catholic Safeguarding Commission  

Baroness Patricia Scotland has been appointed as the new Chair of the National Catholic Safeguarding 
Commission.  
  
She replaces Bill Kilgallon, OBE, Chair of the Commission since its creation in 2008. Mr Kilgallon retired 
from his role at the end of last year; he and his wife have moved to New Zealand to spend more time with 
their grandchildren. 
  
Baroness Scotland says: “I am delighted to have been appointed as Chair of the National Catholic 
Safeguarding Commission. Safeguarding is at the heart of the Church – knowing that you are in a safe 
place where you will be respected; listened to and free to become part of a loving community is at the core 
of our safeguarding work. I look forward to building on the good work begun by Bill Kilgallon and by the 
Catholic Church in England and Wales over the past 10 years.” 
  
The National Catholic Safeguarding Commission (NCSC) is the independent body responsible for setting 
the strategic direction of the Church's Safeguarding policies for children and vulnerable adults. It was 
formed in July 2008 following acceptance, by the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales and 
the Conference of Religious of England and Wales, of the recommendations in the Cumberlege Report 
Safeguarding with Confidence (July 2007). In addition to setting the strategic direction of the Church's 
Safeguarding policies for children and vulnerable adults, the National Catholic Safeguarding Commission is 
also responsible for monitoring compliance with these policies and for ensuring that the Church does all it 
can to respond to the Safeguarding needs of the community, including those who have been victims of 
abuse.  
  
Vice Chairs of the Commission, Bishop Declan Lang and Sr Jane Bertelsen, FMDM welcome the 
appointment of Baroness Scotland as the new independent chair of the NCSC. They said, “We look forward 
to working with Baroness Scotland in the Church's pastoral ministry to those who are vulnerable in our 
communities.”  
 
ENDs 
 
Links  

 
National Catholic Safeguarding Commission  
http://www.catholicsafeguarding.org.uk/ 
 
The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI’s address to Safeguarding Professionals: 
http://www.thepapalvisit.org.uk/Replay-the-Visit/Speeches/Speeches-18-September/Holy-Father-s-
Address-to-Safeguarding-Professionals 
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